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Soothing
Spa Weekends
• Luxe Eco Escape
• Healing Hot Springs
• Home Spa Staycation 

come alive
Places to

Southwest Safari:
Wild Horse
Sanctuary
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TREES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN held in 
high esteem. The Druids worshiped “tree 
magick.” The great German novelist 
Hermann Hesse contended, “Trees are 
sanctuaries.” The American poet e.e. 
cummings exalted “the leaping greenly 
spirits of trees,” and French author Marcel 
Proust pondered how “your soul is a dark 
forest.” No wonder some artists specialize 
in portraying trees.

“Every artist seems to have a claim to 
fame. Aspens are mine,” says the affable 
William Hook, 61, known to his pals as 
Hook. He began painting aspens in the 
late 1980s. Mostly he paints them in con-
text, in New Mexico’s forests of pine and 
fir, but lately he’s been painting close-ups 
of their trunks. “So it’s more of a window 
on a forest,” Hook says of his approach. 
For his own view of the forest, Hook heads 
from his home just north of Santa Fe into 
the Pecos Wilderness, up to the area sur-
rounding Ski Santa Fe, or north of Chama. 
“Aspens have a particular scent, kind of 
musty. Very organic. Maybe it’s because 
they’re all made out of one organism. You 
know, the largest organism in the world 
is an aspen grove. It’s all from one root. 
They pop up. They’re volunteers, basically, 
sharing the same root system.” 

Hook’s atmospheric acrylic paintings 
range from $2,000 to $38,000 at Santa Fe’s 
Meyer Gallery. He also paints other trees; 
the ponderosa pine is “really an elegant 
tree; it’s not unusual for them to be 300 
years old.” And cottonwoods? “They’re 
all different, with their muscular branches 
that go out at weird angles.”

Pecos-based Matthew Higginbo-
tham, 46, paints poplars, oaks, birches, 
cottonwoods, aspens, and piñon pines. 
Why trees? “There’s a sense of peace, of 
uncomplicatedness, a sense that nature is 
okay, and there’s a healing energy, and it’s 
crisp and pure,” Higginbotham reflects.  
He takes photos in the field, then returns 
to his studio to paint from them. “Where I 
go for inspiration is the Bosque del Apache 
[National Wildlife Refuge]. I like the very 
subtle colors in the evening in the fall, 

especially the reds and rusts,” Higginbo-
tham says. “There are hundreds of varia-
tions of color in a tree, as a shimmer and 
a vibration start to happen and it comes 
alive on the canvas. That’s ultimately 
what I’m reaching for.” His oil paintings 
range from $750 to $8,800 at Santa Fe’s 
Waxlander Gallery.

If anybody understands the tree magic 
of the Druids, it’s probably longtime Santa 
Fean Albert Handell, 72. “I love the inner 
rhythms of the trees as they grow, twisting 
and turning, and, of course, the light on 
them,” he says. “I love the solidity of the 
trunk and the lacy twigs.” Trees in fall 
and winter are a specialty: “There are the 

beautiful mauves and grays of winter,  
along with the light yellow leaves flutter-
ing around like flute melodies, as if it was 
a symphony with the tree.” In summer, “I 
love the variations of greens. They have  
to be modified by mauves and lilacs, which 
help pull down the greens.” For inspira-
tion, Handell heads to Taos, specifically 
near the John Dunn Bridge, and all along 
the stream that flows down from the Taos 
Ski Valley. Handell’s oils sell from $2,400 
to $24,500 at Ventana Fine Art, in Santa 
Fe, and he frequently holds workshops and 
paint-alongs.

Less representational is the approach  
of Santa Fe–based Robert Striffolino, 59,  

A New Leaf
As new buds sprout, these artists known for painting trees will be watching
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William Hook heads to the areas around Chama and Abiquiú to paint trees like this cedar near the  
Río Chama he depicted in Canyon Sentry.
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Autumn colors inspire Matthew Higginbotham, as evidenced in Autumn Resonance.

Albert Handell seeks out “variations of greens” in the forests outside Taos to create 
paintings like L’Arbre.

Robert Striffolino’s Tree Squeeze series homes in on 
the geometry of trunks and branches.
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Painter Charlie Burke captures the forest floor and grassy 
meadows in meticulous detail.

The Hondo 
Valley is the 
inspiration for 
Ruidoso-based 
Janis Loverin’s 
Fantasy Forest 
series.

Patrick Matthews focuses on capturing the movement and energy of aspens,  
as seen here in his Memento at Dusk. 

The woods have 
eyes: Knots of 

aspen trunks 
stare out of David 

Foley’s Gestural 
Iteration.
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who’s working on an evocative series 
called Tree Squeeze. “I like the network of 
branches all squeezed together when the 
paint is left on the surface of the canvas. 
You get this screen of zigzags, like a grid,” 
he says of his color-saturated work, which 
has a mesmerizing quality. Currently, 
Striffolino is painting abstracted winter 
scenes of fruit and crab apple trees, with 
their reddish twigs. “When you look at my 
paintings, what I would prefer is that you 
feel something emotional and spiritual at 
the paint quality and the color, and then 
you say, ‘Oh yeah, it’s trees.’” Striffolino’s 
works are priced from $1,700 to $14,700 at 
Manitou Galleries, in Santa Fe.

Albuquerque’s Charlie Burk, 62, also 
prefers an abstracted approach as he makes 
grasses look glorious and multihued. “I’m 
painting below the trees,” says Burk. 
“My work is about grass, trees, branches, 
shadows, and patterns. It’s more of an 
abstract thought than a realism thought.” 
His paintings sell for $2,600 to $8,500 at 
Winterowd Fine Art, in Santa Fe.

Ruidoso’s Janis Loverin, 60, character-
izes her Fantasy Forest series, shown at The 
Adobe Fine Art, in Ruidoso, as “beyond 
impressionistic.” Painting in Ruidoso and 
the Hondo Valley, she finds that “the 
lavish color in southeastern New Mexico’s 
early mornings and evenings has inspired 
me to do this work, which is spontaneous 
in design and very color-saturated.”

Painting aspens is the forte of the 
Waxlander Gallery’s Patrick Matthews, 46, 
who drives his truck up to the mountains 
around Ski Santa Fe, where “All these 
aspen leaves are fluttering and the light is 
flickering through. I’m trying to capture 
the movement and energy. The wind is 
changing; the light is changing. What I 
like about aspen trees is the color is never 
the same. They shift from warm to cool. 
The leaves bounce their light off the  
white trunks.”

Bien Irizarry, 52, carves tree-like 
branches into his mixed-media sculptures, 
which he shows at Wilder Nightingale 
Fine Art, in Taos. “I assimilate the forms 
of trees and forests and relate [them] to 
human relationships and how we struggle 
for our own growth,” he explains. For 
instance, “I’ll find some struggling juniper 
and I’ll see life’s struggle.”

Museum of New Mexico Foundation

newmexicocreates.or g
benefiting the museums and artists of our state

Palace of the Governor’s Book, 
Print and Photo Archive Shop

On The Plaza  Santa Fe 505.988.3454

See this and over 3000 other items at...

Chili & Chairs, 
Hand-colored 
Linocut Print by  
Jack McCarthy of 
Santa Fe
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Although David Foley lives in 
Colorado, he paints the aspens along the 
Aspen Vista Trail, off Hyde Park Road, 
outside Santa Fe—and attracts a dozen or 
so commissions a year to do so, usually via 
Santa Fe’s Peterson-Cody Gallery. “I do 
aspens up close—the trunks and the 
understory, or forest floor,” says Foley, 55. 
“I do a lot of close-ups, with rhythm and 
syncopation going through. I do an 
energetic, irregular approach embodied in 
realism, with a fractal quality.” The aspen 
is his primary subject; in his opinion, it’s 
the quintessential Southwest tree, 
“particularly in New Mexico, Colorado, 
and Utah. It connects our states.” 

Santa Fe–based Wolf Schneider has been 
editor in chief of the Santa Fean, editor 
of Living West, and consulting editor at 
Southwest Art.

The legendary singer and guitarist from the 
Dominican Republic
with virtuoso guitar legends Edilio Paredes and 
Frank Mendez. Performing traditional bolero,  
son and bachata from the heart of Santiago.

The Lensic Brings the World to Santa Fe

Puerto Plata

211 West San Francisco St, Santa Fe
the lensic is  a nonprofit,  
member-supported organization.

Saturday,  
April 24
Tickets Santa Fe at  
The Lensic:  988-1234 or  
www.TicketsSantaFe.org

“The rhythms are taut  
and frisky, topped with 
spiky, stuttering leads 
from the requinto that 
sends its countermelodies 
dancing merrily around 
Puerto Plata’s memories 
and advice.”  

–Jon Pareles, The New York Times 

For Puerto Plata song 
samples, go to
www.iasorecords.com/
puerto-plata.cfm

SERVICE CHARGES APPLY AT ALL POINTS OF SERVICE

The tree imagery in Bien Irizarry’s mixed-media 
sculpture symbolizes growth. 



Mark Twain once said that in the 
spring he counted 136 different 
kinds of weather inside of four and 

twenty hours. While that’s certainly the case in 
most places in spring, it’s definitely the norm here 
in New Mexico—and not just in terms of the weather 
but in the number of activities one can find on any  
given day throughout the state.

There’s what you might expect out of one of the 
sunniest states in the West—from Cowboy Days and 
pow-wows, kite festivals and Smokey Bear celebrations 
to the Ballet Folklorico de Mexico, a fiery foods festival, 
and a Cinco de Mayo fiesta. But there are also plenty of 
exhibits, activities, and performers you might not expect: 

Machiavelli and Cezanne, Celtic rockers,  
a master illusionist, an all-female  
medieval a cappella trio, the Eroica, Annie 
Leibovitz, and a Lithuanian  
musical prodigy, just to name a few.

So whatever you’re after, the Land of 
Enchantment should have what you’re 
looking for—and offers all kinds of 
choices you may not have even known 
you’d be interested in.

Inside, a handy guide to the state’s 
performance venues, theater and musical 
groups, upcoming museum exhibits, and 
myriad activities and events scheduled for 
March through June. Also be sure to check out 
New Mexico Magazine’s Sundial calendar and 
our website at www.nmmagazine.com  
for additional listings and ideas for springtime  
cultural highlights.

SPRING/SUMMER 2010

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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Keshet’s Repertory Company explores the impact of  
the Holocaust on American Jews in  Ani Ma’amin 

(Hebrew for “I Believe”) at the KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave 
NW, Albuquerque, N.M., on Thursday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m.; 

Sunday, April 11 at 6 p.m.; Keshet’s Community Spring Dance 
Concert is scheduled for Friday, May 7 and Saturday May 8 at 

7 p.m. at South Broadway Cultural Center, 1025 Broadway SE, 
Albuquerque, N.M. For more information  on any of  
Keshet’s professional and/or community programs  

please visit www.keshetdance.org or call (505) 224-9808 
REPERTORY COMPANY IN BURQUE BOSQUE BY HENNING RUBSAM. PHOTO BY PAT BERRETT


